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ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION ON RESOLUTION OF COMMERCIAL 

DISPUTES AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COMMERCIAL 

DIVISION OF THE HIGH COURT OF TANZANIA: SUCCESS, 

CHALLENGES AND PROSPECTS 

VENUE: DAR ES SALAAM INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 

CENTRE, DAR ES SALAAM 

DATE: 8TH JULY 2008.  

 

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS: BY MR. FERDINAND L.K. WAMBALI, 

REGISTRAR, COURT OF APPEAL OF TANZANIA 

Mr. Ferdinand L.K. Wambali, the Registrar, Court of Appeal of Tanzania called the roundtable 

to order at 9.15 a.m. He then welcomed the Guest of Honour and all participants to the 

roundtable, which he said, was meant to discuss the successes, challenges and prospects of the 

Commercial Court in the administration of justice in the country. He expressed his hope that all 

the participants to the discussion would participate fully and that the roundtable would come up 

with constructive deliberations. 

He finally invited the Hon. Lady Justice Katherine Oriyo, Judge in Charge of the Commercial 

Division of the High Court of Tanzania to present welcome remarks.  

 

WELCOME REMARKS: BY THE HON. LADY JUSTICE KATHERINE ORIYO, 

JUDGE IN CHARGE OF THE COMMERCIAL DIVISION OF THE HIGH COURT 

OF TANZANIA 

Justice Oriyo welcomed the Guest of Honour and all invited guests to the roundtable discussion, 

organised by the Commercial Division of the High Court of Tanzania in collaboration with the 

Better Regulation Unit (BRU).  While noting that the roundtable was the first of its kind since 

the inception of the Commercial Court in 1999, she said that the discussion was an important 

forum bringing together all key stakeholders (judges, legal practitioners, academics, 

businesspeople, court brokers, bankers, insurers and Development Partners supporting the 

BEST programme) in the administration of commercial justice in the country. The focus of the 

discussion was a review the performance of the Commercial Court since its inception in 1999 

and that it was expected that the forum would be used to chart out the way forward. 

Justice Oriyo expressed her appreciation to the Guest of Honour for gracing the occasion as 

Guest of Honour despite having other important engagements. She also thanked the Better 

Regulation Unit (BRU) for continuous financial and other support for the roundtable and other 

activities of the Court. 

He then invited the Guest of Honour to address the roundtable. 

OPENING SPEECH: BY THE HON. MR. JUSTICE AUGUSTINO S.L. 

RAMADHANI, THE CHIEF JUSTICE OF TANZANIA,  
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The Chief Justice began his address by congratulating the Hon. Lady Justice K. Oriyo, the Judge 

in Charge of the Commercial Division of the High Court and the entire staff of the Court for 

organising the roundtable, which was the first of its kind in the country. He then joined the 

Registrar, Court of Appeal of Tanzania to welcome all participants in the roundtable, noting that 

the roundtable was an important forum for stakeholders to discuss how best to conduct court 

business. The Chief Justice pointed out the forum would review the performance of the 

Commercial Court and come up with recommendations for improvements in delivery of 

commercial justice.   

The Chief Justice expressed his belief that stakeholder involvement was critical in the 

administration of justice especially because the problems and shortcomings that had beset the 

administration of Justice could not be attributed to a single player – the Judiciary. Chief Justice 

Ramadhani urged participants to refrain from pointing fingers at one another but pointing out 

problems and suggesting solutions for them. He called upon the roundtable to assess critically 

the extent in which adjudication of commercial disputes had been achieved in the past nine years 

and determine measures to be done to net more achievements.  

He finally declared the roundtable officially opened. 

 

SESSION ONE: 

CHAIRMAN: The Hon. Mr Justice Dr. S.J. Bwana, Justice of Appeal, Court of Appeal of 

Tanzania, Dar Es Salaam 

PAPER 1:  Historical Background 

PRESENTER: The Hon. Mr. Justice, B.M. Luanda, Justice of Appeal, Court of Appeal 

of Tanzania, Dar Es Salaam 

This was a presentation of the historical background to the establishment of the Commercial 

Division of the High Court of Tanzania.  

Justice Luanda stated that the Commercial Court was established in 1999 following a decade of 

market liberalisation and legal reforms. The reform process in the legal sector underpinned the 

overall Government economic restructuring policy following many years of centralised economic 

planning. New developments in the management of the economy resulted in privatisation and 

divestiture of state enterprises. A need arose among the business community as well as investors, 

both local and foreign, for a court that would resolve commercial disputes, which emerged in the 

wake of expanded business and commercial activities, effectively, efficiently and speedily.  

It was in the foregoing context that the Government formed the Legal Sector Reform Task 

Force, so as to look into ways of meeting the new   economic challenges. In its report, the Task 

Force recommended for the creation of high degree of specialization and capacity building in the 

Judiciary and the entire legal sector. It was against this background that the Commercial Court 

was formed as a Division of the High Court Tanzania. 

Judge Luanda stated that the Commercial Court was established under Rule 5A of the High 

Court Registries (1984) Rules as amended by the GN.141 of 1999. From the very beginning, the 

Court envisioned to become a ‘’… a Court aiming at a just, effective, efficient and speedy 
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disposal of Commercial Cases using modern management information system to the 
highest judicial ethics  and observing a high  sense of responsibility to the society.’’ 

On the Court’s jurisdiction, Justice Luanda stated that the Court had, in terms of the provisions 

of the High Court Registries (1984) as amended in Government Notice No.  141 of 1999, both 

original and appellate jurisdiction over cases of commercial significance. Since its inception up to 

December 2007, the Court received 1622 cases of which 1335 (i.e., 82.3%) had been disposed of.  

Justice Luanda also stated that the Court had a system of Commercial Court Users’ Committee 

in terms of Rule 5B of the High Court Registries Rules to provide for a consultative forum for 

all key stakeholders in the administration of commercial justice.  However, he observed that, 

apart from representatives from Dar Es Salaam, stakeholders from upcountry were not 

represented in the Committee. He thus recommended that the Committee be expanded and that 

such committees or sub-committees be established at the Commercial Court’s sub-registries in 

Mwanza and Arusha. 

 

PAPER 2:  Presentation from a Legal Practitioners’ Perspective 

PRESENTER: Mr. Peter C. Bakilana, Advocate of the High Court of Tanzania, Dar Es 

Salaam 

This presentation was made by Dr. Fauz Twaib, President of Tanganyika Law Society, on behalf 

of the author, Mr. Peter C. Bakilana who was unable to attend the roundtable due to illness. 

Apart from covering the background to the establishment of the Commercial Court, the 

presentation examined the successes and challenges of the Commercial Division of the High 

Court. The successes and challenges were discusses under the following categories: policy 

changes, administration of the Court, improvement of access to justice, pace of case disposal and 

finally the assessor system for commercial cases.  

On the change of policy, it was stated that the court’s orientation to service and development 

was very clear, but he expressed a concern that, even though tolerated, the Court’s fees were 

sometimes considered high. 

As regards the administration of Commercial Court, he commended the Court for providing 

administrative support. However, he was of the view that the Court had inadequate space and 

facilities, its number of judges was too small, and that support services (such as library services 

and Information Technology-supported services) were inadequate and in early stages. 

In order to improve of access to justice, the author recommended that the Court should 

continue to extend its territorial reach by opening new sub-registries. It should also clarify 

whether its jurisdiction to mortgages over land so as to avoid an overlap of jurisdiction with the 

Land Division of the High Court.  

The author generally commended the Court’s rate of disposal of cases (rated at 15.28 months). 

He cautioned, however, that the said rate of disposal should be compared to the data at the High 

Court Main Registry, at the Land Division and the Labour Division of the High Court. He 

expressed his belief that the rate of case disposal would further improve if court-annexed 
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mediation was put to more effective use. But, he also cautioned that there were reasons to 

believe that court-annexed mediation had been a cause for case delays. 

Mr. Bakilana’s final point was on the assessor system for commercial cases. Despite its 

usefulness, he was worried that it had disadvantages of especially those regarding assessor 

availability for empanelling. This, he observed, tended to delay hearing.  

 

FIRST DISCUSSANT: The Hon. Lady Justice Nathalia Kimaro, Justice of Appeal, Court 

of Appeal of Tanzania, Dar Es Salaam 

Justice Kimaro commended Mr. Bakilana’s presentation. She then addressed, in clear details, the 

Commercial Court’s orientation to service and development. She observed that the court should 

always strive to improve its customer care. On ADR, Judge Kimaro reminded the roundtable 

that the rationale for court-annexed mediation (ADR) was to help parties achieve an amicable 

settlement and maintain business relationship, and that ADR was a friendlier and economical 

mode of solving commercial cases timely. She stated her belief that it was still very useful despite 

a few shortcomings. One such shortcoming was a lack of cooperation from advocates. For 

obvious reasons, some advocates seemed not committed to court-annexed mediation and had 

dared discouraging their clients from participating in mediation sessions. 

As regards the assessor system, Judge Kimaro suggested that it could be improved by vesting 

discretion in the presiding judge to determine whether assessors or experts were needed in a 

particular case where circumstances so demand. She also discounted concerns that the 

Commercial Court fees were too high saying that litigants were free to go to other courts like the 

General Registry of the High Court or subordinate courts where court fees were relatively low.  

She also expressed agreement that the Commercial Court in particular faced two key challenges: 

it had to continuously train its staff to fill in its existing skills gaps (for example, the court must 

ensure that all its staff were computer literate); and secondly, it had to modernise its services by 

adopting ICT-assisted mechanisms (such as online services as electronic case filings, etc).   

SECOND DISCUSSANT: Dr. Charles Kimei, Managing Director, CRDB Bank Limited, 

representative of the Tanzania Bankers Association, Dar Es Salaam 

Dr. Kimei stated that the Tanzania Bankers’ Association saw the Commercial Court as highly 

successful. He said was quite significant to the banks and other financial institutions because 

most commercial cases filed with the Commercial Court involved a bank or a financial 

Institution in one way or another. 

Nonetheless, he observed that there existed some expectations gaps as the Court was building its 

capacity to deliver commercial justice effectively and efficiently. He urged the Court to address 

case delays, which he termed a “costly nuisance”. He suggested that the Court’s procedures 

should be reviewed and adjusted to fit today’s business environment. There should be some rules 

guiding on how commercial cases should be handed so as to improve the existing disposal rate. 

He commended that the Judiciary in general by addressing the nagging problem of issue of ex 

parte (and sometimes arbitrary) injunctions. Such injunctions mostly defeated ends of justice by 

depleting the value of the security in dispute. By the time execution of a court’s decree, the 

property would become worthless. 
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As regards ADR, Dr. Kimei stated that it was a good system but it management was a bit 

problematic. He proposed that the presiding judge in mediation sessions should take a more 

active role, directing parties as to the chances of success in a case.  

Dr. Kimei further stated that there were certain court brokers who colluded with potential 

buyers in fixing prices before auctions. This malpractice could be overcome by involving 

commercial court users (including banks) in the process of appointment of court brokers. 

Commercial court users could be invited to make appropriate recommendations prior to such 

appointments being made. Even then, it was, he said, the Commercial Court’s responsibility to 

enforce the regulations governing the conduct of its brokers, so as to weed out those guilty of 

malpractices. 

Other issues addressed by Dr. Kimei were the following: the need for a good system for 

handling deposits made by litigants to the court as security; resolution of whether the 

Commercial Court had jurisdiction to handle mortgage disputes; and finally, the need for a fast-

track for commercial appeals before the Court of Appeal of Tanzania. He submitted that delays 

at the Court of Appeal of Tanzania defeated the purpose for which the Commercial Court was 

established (that is, ensuring timely disposal of commercial litigation). 

 

PLENARY DISCUSSION 

During plenary discussion, the following comments were made: First, the roundtable expressed 

concerns that ADR might not be useful in some areas of the legal practice due to certain cultural 

practices. It was further observed that the existing ADR mechanism did not require judges to do 

case evaluation prior to or during mediation sessions. It then agreed that there was need for a 

full-scale review of the system. Besides, judges, advocates and other staff must be trained on 

ADR (on its operations and management).  Secondly, it was agreed that certain key laws were 

outdated. These included the bankruptcy and insolvency laws, which must be reformed as soon 

as possible to avoid occurrences of some businessmen siphoning away company assets. 

The Judge in Charge of the Land Division of the High Court of Tanzania, the Hon. Lady Justice 

M.S. Longway stated that there was no overlap of jurisdiction on the issue of mortgage over 

land. She thought that it was clear that mortgages were a commercial matter, and therefore the 

Commercial Court had jurisdiction over mortgage disputes.  

SUMMING UP 

During summing up, Dr. Twaib acknowledged the comments made by the participants. In 

particular, he stated that from discussions, consensus had emerged on the following: training for 

all actors on ADR was urgently required; judges presiding over mediation sessions should take a 

very active role and should be required to do case evaluation prior to mediation sessions; and 

that disputes over mortgages were essentially commercial matters. In this regard, reference was 

made to separate judicial pronouncements by High Court judges (Justices Nsekela and Kimaro, 

and Kalegeya, at the time they were members of the Commercial Court). 

The session’s Chair, the Hon. Mr. Justice Dr. S.J. Bwana further added the following points: that 

the assessor system be reinforced by making appropriate procedural adjustments and that the list 

of assessors be renewed annually; that the Commercial Court should consider to spearhead the 

reform of outdated commercial legislation such as the bankruptcy and insolvency laws; that 
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malpractices by court brokers and auctioneers be addressed urgently by taking all possible 

measures including review of the rules and procedures for selection, appointment and operation 

of court brokers and auctioneers; and finally the need for training and retention of staff. 

At this juncture, Dr. Charles Kimei, the Managing Director of CRDB Bank Limited, stated that 

CRDB Bank Limited would fund any training programme presented to it by the Commercial 

Court for judges and other staff. He stated that the training could be done locally or abroad as 

long as it aimed at filling in the court’s skills gaps. He requested the Commercial Court’s 

leadership to present such proposal to the bank as soon as they were ready.   

SESSION TWO: 

CHAIRMAN: The Hon. Mr Justice Dr. S.J. Bwana, Justice of Appeal, Court of Appeal of 

Tanzania, Dar Es Salaam 

PAPER 3:  Presentation from a Stakeholder’s View:  

Success, Challenges and Prospects: Bankers’ Perspective 

PRESENTER: Mr. Felix G. Kibodya, Advocate, Head of Legal Department and 

Chairman, In-house Legal Counsel Committee, Tanzania Bankers’ 

Association 

Mr. Kibodya began his presentation noting that since its inception in 1999, the Commercial 

Court had been viewed by the banking community as the bastion of commercial justice and 

therefore the Tanzania Bankers’ Association resolved that all disputes between its members and 

customers should be referred to the Commercial Court for adjudication. 

The presenter was of the view that the Court had undergone transformation visibly seen as a 

three-phase evolution. The First Phase – the formative stage: the rebirth of an icon – occurred 

between 1999 and 2002. It involved the setting up of the court, appointment of judicial and 

other staff to the court, etc. During this stage the court established itself as user-friendly and 

accessible even though its filing fees remained a major concern. The court had already enlisted 

the participation of its stakeholders in the running of the court business through the Commercial 

Court Users’ Committee. Its case disposal rate was impressive. Nonetheless, the Court had a 

limited geographical reach because it was only operating from Dar Es Salaam. It also had limited 

number of judges.  

The Second Phase – the Gathering Storm – was from 2002 – 2004, which was the peak of 

achievement of the Commercial Court. The Court succeeded to instil confidence in its 

stakeholders. While implementing its ambitious Strategic Plan, the Court started envisioned 

geographical expansion to areas such as Arusha and Mwanza. The period was also characterised 

by a good track record of performance. Complex cases were disposed of within the pre-

determined case speed tracks. 

The Third Phase – Triumph and Tragedy – spanned from 2004 through 2008. That period was 

the consolidation phase, in which the court consolidated its previous achievements. However, in 

Mr. Kibodya’s view, new challenges also came up. He enumerated the challenges as follows: 

First, there was the jurisdictional overlap or clash following the passage of the Land Disputes 

Courts Act, Cap. 216 RE 2002. Mortgages, which mostly involved banks and their customers, 
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were erroneously considered as land matters and therefore deemed to fall within the province of 

the Land Courts. It was the presenter’s view that the Land Courts regime was wrong in 

separating the land dispute from the underlying transaction (loan transaction) which is 

commercial in nature. Thus far, the highest court of the land had not yet pronounced guidance 

on that matter. 

On challenges during this phase, Mr. Kibodya mentioned that the Court faced exodus of judges 

(and other staff) whereas demand for the court’s services increased. That demand raised the need 

for the court to expand its geographical reach. Furthermore, he pointed out that the court had 

been sandwiched between the inferior /magistrates’ courts and the Court of Appeal of Tanzania. 

Consequently, the efficiency was rendered academic due to poor performance by both the 

inferior courts and the Court of Appeal. 

While addressing the Commercial Court’s contribution to the development of jurisprudence in 

the country, the presenter stated that the court’s performance on that aspect was not at its best. 

The dearth of judicial precedents from that Court on banking matters partly originated from 

narrowness of legal practice. Most legal practice centred on traditional battleground (that is, civil 

procedure, contract, etc.). He expressed his hope that ways would be found to enhance the 

Court’s role in developing jurisprudence. 

Mr. Kibodya ended his presentation suggesting that the Court should consider formation of an 

advisory committee to be composed by key stakeholders. The Terms of Reference of the 

committee could be drafted later but the committee should be mandated to ensure that the court 

was kept abreast with the needs and demands of the stakeholders. 

FIRST DISCUSSANT: Mr. Paul Kihwelo, Dean, Open University of Tanzania, Dar Es 

Salaam 

Mr. Kihwelo commended the presentation for its deep analysis of the performance of the 

Commercial Court. He then made two key points: first, he expressed agreement with the 

proposal that guidance should be given by the Court of Appeal of Tanzania on the jurisdiction 

over mortgage matters. Secondly, he said that training of judges and other staff of the 

Commercial Court should be a top priority because it would enhance the Court’s performance. 

Finally, it was his view that the Court’s contribution on emerging areas of the law such as 

Intellectual Property was negligible.   

SECOND DISCUSSANT: Mr. Shani Chrisostoms, representing Mr. Arnold Kilewo, 

Chair, Confederation of Trade and Industries, Dar Es Salaam 

After commending Mr. Kibodya for his lucid presentation, Mr. Chrisostoms cautioned that the 

Commercial Court needed to avoid application of technicalities, which would otherwise defeat 

the ends of justice. He also said there was need to avoid calling a chain of witnesses, some of 

whom might be unnecessary. In order to avoid inordinate case delays, he implored the Court to 

avoid unnecessary adjournments. He was of the view that ADR should be maintained because it 

was critical in ensuring that parties to commercial disputes could maintain their commercial 

relationship once their disputes were resolved. He finally urged the Commercial Court to really 

portray a sound “commercial” image to the public.  

PLENARY DISCUSSION 
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In the plenary discussion that followed, it was proposed that specialisation by advocates should 

be encouraged so as to create a class of highly qualified specialists. This would in turn translate 

into improvement in the quality of legal services in the country. For this to happen, it was also 

necessary for advocates to constitute their legal practice as partnerships rather than single-person 

practices.  

The concern that filing fees were too high was once again reiterated. But, there seemed to be 

unanimity on the need for members of the Bench and the Bar to attend a specialised training 

programme on areas where skills gaps had been noted. On its part, the Commercial Court was 

urged to institute a continuous in-house training for judges and other court administrators. 

It finally proposed that procedural adjustment should be made to exempt cases from mediation 

if there was evidence that the parties to the dispute had undergone a form of mediation through 

recognised professional bodies and failed to reach an amicable settlement.  

 

SUMMING UP   

In summing up, Mr. Kibodya acknowledged all the contributions made by the participants. He 

stressed that there was need for all stakeholders to take part in the effort of transforming the 

Court. Such involvement would ensure stakeholder ownership. 

 

PRESENTATION OF RECOMMENDATIONS AND WAY FORWARD 

On behalf of the Rapporteurs’ Desk, Dr. Gerald A.M. Ndika, Resident Magistrate, presented 

draft recommendations for consideration by the roundtable.  Overall, the roundtable adopted 

ten detailed recommendations (see Appendix II). 

CLOSING CEREMONY 

VOTE OF THANKS BY: The Hon. Mr. Justice Frederick M. Werema, Judge, 

Commercial Division of the High Court, Dar Es Salaam 

The Vote of Thanks (See Appendix I) was made by the Hon. Mr. Justice F.M. Werema, Judge, 

Commercial Division of the High of Tanzania, Dar Es Salaam. Briefly, he thanked the resource 

persons and participants for their insightful contributions. He stated his belief that the 

deliberations and recommendations of the roundtable would contribute to enhancement of the 

performance of the Commercial Court. He also commended the organisers of the roundtable 

under the leadership of the Hon. Lady Justice Katherine Oriyo, Judge in Charge, Commercial 

Court, for excellent arrangements. He also acknlwledged the financial support from the BEST 

Programme, without which the roundtable could not be organised successfully.    
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APPENDIX I: VOTE OF THANKS BY THE HON. MR. JUSTICE F.M. 
WEREMA 

[Given by Hon. Mr. Justice Frederick Werema a Round Table Discussion 

organized by the Commercial Court on 8th July, 2008] 

 

Hon. Justices of Appeal present, 

My brothers and sisters present, 

Stakeholders and legal practitioners.  

 

“To be or not to be” that used to be the question. It is no longer so. It must be.  

 

This was a Round Table discussion on a theme so juicy, Resolution of the 

Commercial Disputes and the establishment of the Commercial Division of the 

High Court. For us, at the Commercial Court, we are grateful for your very active 

participation. We take this to be: 

 

(a) Part of our self assessment for what we are required to do as officers 
of the court; 

 

(b)  a method of seeking feedback on our performance  and accountability 

to our stakeholders. 

 

May I now, give a vote of thanks for your industry and frank expressed views. I 

do, and on behalf of the Judge i/c, honourable Lady Justice Katherine Oriyo and 

my brother Mr. Justice Amir Mruma, the Registrar and deputy registrar and the 

entire supporting staff of the Commercial Court thank all participants for 

allocating your time to come and share with us your views and perception of the 

Commercial Court’s performance. 

 

 I specifically thank the Hon. the Chief Justice for agreeing to participate in 

the Round table discussion by being not only a guest but challenging us in very 

frank terms. I am sure, we shall take these challenges judiciously, taking into 

account the quality of the proceedings and recommendations. 

 

      I wish to thank all those who presented papers. The papers were informative 

and useful in directing focused discussions. My Lord Justice Luanda, for his 
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historical background disclosure; Dr. Fauz, for sitting in for Mr. Bakilana who 

could not present his paper due to illness. The papers were ably discussed by 

legal luminaries. I wish to recognize, Honourable Lady Justice Kimaro Justice of 

Appeal; My friend Dr. Charles Kimei, Managing Director of Corporative and Rural 

Development Bank; a bank that listens. Mr. Kibodya, for his usual candid and 

frank views of the stakeholders ,  Mr. Kihwelo of the Faculty of Law, Open 

University of Tanzania and Mr. Shani, representative of CTI for their inputs. 

 

 My role will not be complete, if I do not commend and thank the facilitator 

of the Round Table, My Lord Hon. Dr. Stephen Bwana, Justice of Appeal, for 

steering this round table discussion to a useful end. I wish, also most sincerely, 

to thank BEST for the financial support and Mr. Lyimo for his useful inputs. I 

wish to thank Dr. Ndika and Rappourteurs for drafting the recommendations 

which have been accepted in the plenary. I wish to thank the Management of 

Dar-es-Salaam International Conference Centre for providing a forum and 

gadgets that has enabled us to communicate efficiently and the food which 

nourished our mental health. 

 

Honourable Chairman, Hon Justices of Appeal, Judges, distinguished 

participants, I thank you, once again. 
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APPENDIX II: RECOMMENDATIONS 

At the First Roundtable Discussion involving fifty six stakeholders organised by the 
Commercial Division of the High Court of Tanzania held on 8th July, 2008 at the Dar Es 
Salaam International Conference Centre, Dar Es Salaam on the theme of “Resolution of 
Commercial Disputes and the Establishment of the Commercial Division of the 
High Court of Tanzania: Successes, Challenges and Prospects”, the following 
recommendations were adopted: 

1. Recognizing the usefulness of engaging all key stakeholders in the administration 
of commercial justice, the meeting recommended that the Commercial Court 
Users Committee be expanded to include other key stakeholders and that such a 
committee be established at each of the Commercial Court sub-registries in 
Arusha and Mwanza. 

2. Acknowledging that court-annexed mediation (Alternative Dispute Resolution) 
contributed to smooth and speedy resolution of disputes when those who use or 
manage it have first-rate understanding of its operations and commitment to it, it 
was resolved that a comprehensive training programme be developed, after a 
careful analysis of training needs, for judges, magistrates, advocates and other 
court users on ADR and other related matters. 

3. The Commercial Division of the High Court of Tanzania must strive to design and 
provide continuous and in-house training for its judges and administrators. 

4. The Commercial Division of the High Court of Tanzania and other actors in the 
administration of commercial justice shall work together to spearhead reform of 
the existing bankruptcy and insolvency laws which appear to be outdated. 

5. The Commercial Division of the High Court of Tanzania shall re-appraise its court 
assessor system with the view to enhancing their contribution to judicial 
processes and ensuring that the existing system does not contribute to delay. In 
particular, the Court shall consider the adoption of procedural adjustments, for 
instance, to dispense with judges’ summing requirement and that assessors list 
be renewed annually. 

6. The Judiciary in general should consider reviewing its rules and procedures on 
selection, appointment and operations of court brokers and auctioneers so as to 
curb malpractices by such brokers. 

7. On facilities and administrative support, it was recommended that: 

a. The Commercial Division of the High Court of Tanzania should explore 
possibilities for providing adequate office space for court administration 
and other court users such as advocates. 

b. Support services (such as library, online services, online filing, and issues 
of cause lists) be improved. 



12 

 

8. Recognizing the need for clarity on jurisdictional rules, the roundtable observed 
that there exists jurisdictional overlap on areas such as mortgages and land and 
recommended that ways should be explored to address this matter urgently. 

9. While commending the effort by the Commercial Division of the High Court of 
Tanzania in establishing its sub-registries in Arusha and Mwanza, the roundtable 
discussion stressed that the Court should continue to extend its territorial reach 
in order to enhance accessibility of commercial justice. 

10.  The Court of Appeal of Tanzania be requested to consider setting up a fast track 
for determination of appeals from the decisions of the Commercial Division of 
the High Court of Tanzania. 
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APPENDIX III: LIST OF PARTICIPANTS AT THE ROUNDTABLE ON COMMERCIAL 
JUSTICE RESOLUTION HELD ON 8TH JULY 2008 

NO NAME PHONE NO E-MAIL ADDRESS 

1 Hon. Chief Justice A.S.L Ramadhani 
+255-754-
304556   

2 Hon. Judge A.C. Nyerere 
+255-754-
275444 aishanyerer@yahoo.com 

3 Hon. Judge A.R. Mruma 
+255-784-
251880 amruma@hotmail.com 

4 Hon. Judge B.M. Luanda     

5 Hon. Judge E.L.K. Mwipopo 
+255-786-
805414   

6 Hon. Judge Frederick Werema 
+255-713-
290599 fredwerema@hotmail.com 

7 Hon. Judge J.H. Msoffe 
+255-754-
283759 januarymsoffe@yahoo.co.tz 

8 Hon. Judge J.I. Mlay 
+255-784-
761061   

9 Hon. Judge Katherine K. Oriyo     

10 Hon. Judge M.S.C. Longway 
+255-754-
314309 hcslegway@yahoo.com 

11 Hon. Judge Natalia Kimaro 
+255-22-
2122937 npkimaro@yahoo.com 

12 Hon. Judge R.A.Teemba     

13 Hon. Judge T.B. Mihayo 
+255-754-
780078 mihayo@africaonline.co.tz 

14 Judge Dr. S.J. Bwana    sbwana@hotmail.com 

15 Mr. Ferdinand L.K. Wambali 
+255-754-
566878 fwambali@yahoo.com 

16 Mrs. Eliamani Mbise 
+255-713-
225012 eliamanimbise@yahoo.com 

17 Mr. I.P.Kitusi 
+255-756-
507750   

18 Mr. J.R.Kahyoza     

19 Dr.Charles S. Kimei 
+255-752-
900600 cskimei@crdbbank.com 

20 Dr. Fauz Twaib 
+255-754-
004488 president@tanganyikalawsociety.or.tz 

21 Mr. Bede Lyimo 
+255-713-
479100 bedelyimo@fastmail.fm 

22 Dr. Gerald A.M. Ndika 
+255-784-
607968 gndika@yahoo.com 

23 Mr. Felix G. Kibodya 
+255-754-
210375 felix@nbctz.com 

24 Mr. Athuman Chaona 
+255-754-
289306   

25 Mr. Bashir Nkoromo 
+255-712-
498008 bnkoromo@yahoo.com 

26 Mr. Juvenalis Motete 
+255-754-
304843 jmotete@yahoo.com 

27 Mr. Benedict Mwingwa 
+255-784-
431305 mwingwa@hotmail.com 

28 Mr. Casmir Nkuba +255-784- nkuba@postalbank.co.tz 

mailto:aishanyerer@yahoo.com
mailto:amruma@hotmail.co
mailto:fredwerema@hotmail.com
mailto:januarymsoffe@yahoo.co.tz
mailto:hcslegway@yahoo.com
mailto:npkimaro@yahoo.com
mailto:mihayo@africaonline.co.tz
mailto:sbwana@hotmail.com
mailto:eliamanimbise@yahoo.com
mailto:cskimei@crdbbank.com
mailto:president@tanganyikalawsociety.or.tz
mailto:bedelyimo@fastmail.fm
mailto:gndika@yahoo.com
mailto:felix@nbctz.com
mailto:bnkoromo@yahoo.com
mailto:jmotete@yahoo.com
mailto:mwingwa@hotmail.com
mailto:nkuba@postalbank.co.tz
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381258 

29 Mr. Eustard Gaudence 
+255-713-
551101 eustard2006@yahoo.com 

30 Mr. Evance Ng`Ingo 
+255-714-
936594 evancengingo@yahoo.com 

31 Mr. Francis Paude 
+255-713-
623958 dandelsus@yahoo.com 

32 Mr. Grace Michael 
+255-754-
234257 gracemichaelkisinga@yahoo.com 

33 Mr. I. Kamuzora 
+255-784-
767112 asd@africaonline.co.tz 

34 Mr. Issa Mnany 
+255-773-
389600   

35 Mr. John Haenen 
+255-774-
783318   

36 Mr. Julius M. Matiko     

37 Mr. Juma Kingu 
+255-753-
854962   

38 Mr. Juster Minja 
+255-754-
482236 jjuster@yahoo.com 

39 Mr. Khadija Simba 
+255-713-
894810 kays@darbol.co.tz 

40 Mr. Leon Riwa 
+255-786-
452045   

41 Mr. M.H  Mahurdi 
+255-713-
623900 ati@ctvsatcom.net 

42 Mr. Michael Matemanga     

43 Mr. Mohamed Mambo 
+255-713-
611294 mambomohd@yahoo.com 

44 Mr. Musa Maselle      

45 Mr. Neema Nyiti 
+255-22-
2122215   

46 Mr. Oliver F.T Mbuya 
+255-784-
818330 fmbuya@myself.com 

47 Mr. Patrick Nyakatama 
+255-712-
739318   

48 Mr. Paul J. Ngwembe 
+255-754-
652692 pngwembe@yahoo.com 

49 Mr. Paul Kihwelo 
+255-754-
261995 paullah@yahoo.com 

50 Mr. Primtiva Pancras 
+255-717-
371037 kokubya@yahoo.com 

51 Mr. Rajab H. Rajab 
+255-713-
450099 rajabrajab2000@yahoo.com 

52 Mr. Ravi 
+255-784-
644100 ravi@reliance.co.tz 

53 Mr. Rojama Chisumo 
+255-713-
698255 rchisumo@mof.go.tz 

54 Mr. Selemani Mpochi 
+255-713-
664886 mpochisel@yahoo.com 

55 Mr. Shani Chrisostoms 
+255-714-
991744 shanims2000@yahoo.co.uk 

56 Mr. Steel Vanden 
+255-756-
955715   

57 Mr. W.J.M.Mdundo 
+255-784-
703044 wrmdundo@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:eustard2006@yahoo.com
mailto:evancengingo@yahoo.com
mailto:dandelsus@yahoo.com
mailto:gracemichaelkisinga@yahoo.com
mailto:asd@africaonline.co.tz
mailto:jjuster@yahoo.com
mailto:kays@darbol.co.tz
mailto:ati@ctvsatcom.net
mailto:mambomohd@yahoo.com
mailto:fmbuya@myself.com
mailto:pngwembe@yahoo.com
mailto:paullah@yahoo.com
mailto:kokubya@yahoo.com
mailto:rajabrajab2000@yahoo.com
mailto:ravi@reliance.co.tz
mailto:rchisumo@mof.go.tz
mailto:mpochisel@yahoo.com
mailto:shanims2000@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:wrmdundo@yahoo.co.uk
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58 Mr. Yusuf Badi 
+255-715-
311222   

59 Ms. Agnes A.Bulyota 
+255-787-
361035 mgole@email.com 

60 Ms. Angela A. Bahati 
+255-754-
268258 angelasalima@yahoo.co.uk 

61 Ms. Asha Bani 
+255-737-
000735 ashabani48@yahoo.com 

62 Ms. Emmy Kaigale 
+255-732-
272468   

63 Ms. Ester Bulaja 
+255-756-
342502 ezbulaja@yahoo.co.uk 

64 Ms. Florensiana T. Kanuti 
+255-755-
365540   

65 Ms. Hellen G.Soosi 
+255-755-
006775   

66 Ms. Hellen Mwangu     

67 Ms. Katarina Revocati 
+255-754-
633961 tengia2000@yahoo.com 

68 Ms. Mariam Moyella 
+255-713-
718866 mkehelatz@yahoo.com 

69 Ms. Mariam Songoro 
+255-787-
773801 omarykhalifan@yahoo.com 

70 Ms. Judith Mtaita 
+255-754-
262309   

71 Ms. N.Lyana 
+255-755-
002866 nuru-lyana@yahoo.com 

72 Ms. Nina P. Eshun 
+255-784-
781929 ninapeshun@gmail.com 

73 Ms. Rosina John 
+255-754-
991383 mkengwasdetha@yahoo.com 

74 Ms. Sarafina Komanya 
+255-715-
211336 skamanya@yahoo.com 

75 Ms. Tausi Ally 
+255-755-
634762 tausially@yahoo.com 

76 Ms. Tuse M.Joune 
+255-22-
2120551 tuse@tanzaniabankers.org 

77 Ms.Rosemery Mirondo 
+255-786-
348767 rmirondo76@yahoo.com 

        

 

mailto:mgole@email.com
mailto:angelasalima@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:ashabani48@yahoo.com
mailto:ezbulaja@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:tengia2000@yahoo.com
mailto:mkehelatz@yahoo.com
mailto:omarykhalifan@yahoo.com
mailto:nuru-lyana@yahoo.com
mailto:ninapeshun@gmail.com
mailto:mkengwasdetha@yahoo.com
mailto:skamanya@yahoo.com
mailto:tausially@yahoo.com
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mailto:rmirondo76@yahoo.com

